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ia accordance with the spirit of the times. If all the States were to
unite on such a policy, it would go far to ease future relations with
self-governing British India.

It is often noted that there is very little communal trouble in
the Indian States; but it is to be remembered that most of them
luve only a small Moslem population, and that such trouble is
easier to deal with under autocratic than democratic rule. In
Kashmir, for instance, the State with the largest Mohammedan
population, the killing of cows is forbidden although Moslems
form the great majority of the inhabitants.

To many people a mention of the Princes of India conjures up
a vision of magnificent jewels, splendid hospitality, gorgeous
elephant processions, and wonderful tiger-shoots. Certainly, it is
in the States that the old picturesqueness of Indian life still sur-
vives with all its colour, with its time-honoured customs and
ceremonial, and its ancient handicrafts. Widely as the States differ
in character among themselves, there is in them an atmosphere
distinct from that of British India. There is a strong personal lint
between the ruler and his people, and there are some who main-
tain that the subjects of the States are on the whole happier than
their fellows in the British Provinces.

Most ancient and famous in Indian history are the States of
Rajputana, which now number twenty-two, mainly in the semi-
desert country west of the Gaagetic plain. Their rulers are de-
scendants of the brave and chivalrous warrior dans who resisted
the first onslaught of the Moslem invaders in the eleventh and
twelfth centuries. The Maharana of Udaipur, the premier Rajput
State, claims to be descended from the sun itself, and his hill-girt
capital with its marble palaces, built on the shore of a beautiful
lake and reflected in its clear waters, is thought by many to be the
loveliest place in India.

Typical of the Rajput tradition was that gallant soldier-states-
man, the kte Maharaja of Bikacter, who died in Fefertiarf 1943,
lie fought in the last war, and in this one protested that *a Rajput
is never too old to fight*. He represented IncJk at iBa&y inter-